
Economic Development Committee    
Wednesday, April 3, 2024, at 5:15 PM
City Hall (407 Grant Street, Wausau, WI 54403), Council Chambers
Sarah Watson (C), Chad Henke (VC), Lisa Rasmussen, Tom Kilian, and Carol Lukens
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OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA
of a meeting of a City Board, Commission, Department, Committee, Agency, Corporation, Quasi-Municipal Corporation, or sub-unit thereof.

*** All present are expected to conduct themselves in accordance with our City's Core Values ***

Adjourn

Discussion and Possible Action on Sale of 6 acres of City-owned Property of the Northwest Corner of 315 N. 72nd Street (29129073030996) to 
Green Tree Construction for Residential Development (Fifrick)

ED Members:  

Meeting:                                   
Date/Time: 
Location: 

Approval of Minutes from March 7, 2024 Meeting

Presentation from TIF Task Force

It is likely that members of, and a quorum of the Council and/or members of other committees of the Common Council of the City of Wausau 
will be in attendance at the above-mentioned meeting to gather information. No action will be taken by any such groups.

This Notice was Posted at City Hall and Emailed to Local Media Outlets on 3/28/2024 @ 3:30 PM

Members of the public who do not wish to attend in person may view the meeting live or after the fact on the City of Wausau's YouTube Channel: https://tinyurl.com/WausauCityCouncil or live on 
Cable TV, Channel 981. Any person wishing to offer public comment who does not appear in person to do so, may email  the City Clerk: Kaitlyn.Bernarde@ci.wausau.wi.us or the Economic Development 
Manager: Randy.Fifrick@ci.wausau.wi.us with “EDC Public Comment” in the subject line by the start of the meeting. All public comments received, either by email or in person, will be limited to items 
on the agenda only. Messages related to agenda items received prior to the start of the meeting will be provided to the Committee Chair.

In accordance with the requirements of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), the City of Wausau will not discriminate against qualified individuals with disabilities on the basis of 
disability in it's services, programs or activities. If you need assistance or reasonable accommodations to participate in this meeting or event due to a disability as defined under the ADA, please call the 
ADA Coordinator at (715) 261-6622 or email ADAServices@ci.wausau.wi.us to discuss your accessibility needs. We ask your request be provided a minimum of 72 hours before the scheduled event or 
meeting. If a request is made less than 72 hours before the event, the City of Wausau will make a good faith effort to accommodate your request. 

Discussion and Possible Action on Third Amendment to Briq's Riverfront Lease (Fifrick)

AGENDA ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION
(All items listed may be acted upon)

EDC Agenda
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MINUTES 
Economic Development Committee Meeting 

 Date / Time:  Thursday, March 7, 2024, at 5:15 P.M. | Meeting called to order by Watson at 5:15 P.M. 
In Attendance 

Members Present:  Sarah Watson (C), Tom Kilian, Lisa Rasmussen, Carol Lukens, Chad Henke 

Others Present:  Liz Brodek, Randy Fifrick, Tammy Stratz, Shannon Graff, Andy Lynch, Juli Birkenmeier, Atty. Anne 
Jacobson, Alder Doug Diny, Alder Gary Gisselman, Karson Mueller 

In accordance with Chapter 19, Wisc. Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and sent to the Daily Herald in the proper manner. 

Agenda Item 1 – Approval of Minutes from February 6, 2023, meeting 

Henke motioned to approve, seconded by Lukens. Motion carried 5-0. 

Agenda Item 2 – Presentation from Wausau Community Development Authority (WCDA) (Juli Birkenmeier) 

To see the full presentation, please visit https://www.youtube.com/live/hfenZdlK_po?si=YVRuB1NQ4SZYztZP  from minute 2:20 through 
12:10.  

Rasmussen commented that it would be important to post the Section 8 application period on all social media channels as well as 
send out a press release.  

Agenda Item 3 – Discussion and Possible Action on Property Disposition Program for Redevelopment Purposes (Brodek, Stratz) 

Brodek indicated this item was introduced in a previous CISM meeting.  

Define redevelopment – for parcels that have some sort of redevelopment for residential or commercial purposes. 

The highest bidder will not necessarily be the winner – it will be the bidder with the best use of the property.   

Agenda Item can be seen on the YouTube video from minute 15:00 through 28:09. Rasmussen made a motion to approve policy with 
additions, seconded by Lukens. Motion carried 5-0. 

Agenda Item 4 – Discussion and Possible Action on RFP for Single Family Infill Housing (Brodek, Stratz) 

The Thomas Street lots not originally being included in the RFP was confusing. Those lots are waiting for the WAM grant to be 
determined, and therefore, they are not shovel ready. Because of the deadline for ARPA funds, it is important to have projects that 
are ready to go to use those funds, so that is why they were originally excluded. There was discussion about just including them, with 
the caveat that whichever projects are ready to go, get the funds. 

Kilian requested a line-item breakdown of costs associated with Thomas Street.  

West Thomas St. Watch Page was suggested as a communication outlet for the Thomas Street project. 

Rasmussen motioned to move forward on other shovel ready projects, seconded by Henke. Motion carried 5-0. 

Agenda Item can be seen on the YouTube video from minute 28:10 through 1:06:00. 

Agenda Item 5 – Update on Community Listening Sessions (Brodek) 

Brodek anticipated 6 sessions, one every two months, but the January/February time frame did not have one scheduled.  There are 
9 anticipated for the rest of the year. Most of the neighborhood groups are scheduled. Brodek worked with ECDC and HAC to 
schedule sessions that will have interpreters and culturally appropriate food. The meetings aren’t really aligning every two months, 
but more like just before summer and just after summer. 

Watson requested feedback from the meetings.   

Agenda Item can be seen on the YouTube video from minute 1:06:00 through 1:15:00.  

Agenda Item 6 – Discussion and Possible Action on Third Amendment to Briq's Riverfront Lease (Brodek) 

Motion to renew the lease. Henke motioned and Rasmussen seconded. 

Kilian requested some details on the lease. Brodek did not have the file in front of her, so Kilian requested to postpone it to the next 
meeting, which is a joint meeting with finance next Tuesday. Rasmussen said the agenda for the next meeting is too full. Discussion 
about holding the item over to the April ED meeting.  

https://www.youtube.com/live/hfenZdlK_po?si=YVRuB1NQ4SZYztZP


2 | Page  

 

Motion to hold item for the April meeting. Motion carried 4-1 with Rasmussen being the dissenting vote.  

The agenda Item can be seen on the YouTube video from minute 1:20:30 through 1:33:00.  

Agenda Item 7 – Discussion and Possible Action on Pre-RFP Checklist (Brodek, Fifrick) 

Fifrick created this pre-RFP checklist to consider certain parameters that need to be understood before looking to develop an area. 
Brodek wanted determination if the committee just wanted to be appraised of the process, or if they wanted to vote on it. Watson 
suggested adding the alder for the district that the development would be involved. Kilian suggested “does it conform to resolutions 
and plans that have been adopted by the city.” Watson suggested “what part of the strategic plan does this support.”  

Rasmussen motioned to adopt this policy with suggested change, seconded by Henke. Motion carried 5-0. 

Agenda Item can be seen on the YouTube video from minute 1:33:00 through 1:42:20. 

Agenda Item 8 – Discussion on Economic Development Committee Meetings scheduled for April (4/2) (Brodek)   

Due to the next meeting falling on Election Day the committee agreed to reschedule the April ED meeting on April 3rd at 5:15. 

Agenda Item 9 – Discussion and Possible Action on the Sale of 102 Short Street through the Property Disposition Program (Stratz)    

This lot is about half the size of a standard lot. There is an offer to purchase from an adjoining parcel. It has been sitting vacant with 
the city taking care of it. Kilian asked if the offer was in line with the valuation. Comps are difficult because of the size of the parcel. 
Rasmussen opined that this could be considered more of a remnant of a parcel, rather than a developable parcel, and the price 
seems fair for that. 

Rasmussen motioned to approve, seconded by Lukens. Motion carried 5-0. 

Agenda Item can be seen on the YouTube video from minute 1:15:00 through 1:20:30. 

Agenda Item 10 – Adjourn 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:00 PM 

 

CITY OF WAUSAU, YouTube MEETING LINKS  

ALL City of Wausau Meetings can be viewed at: 
• https://www.youtube.com/@CityofWausauMeetings 

The ED meeting from 03/07/24 can be viewed at:  
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hfenZdlK_po 

https://www.youtube.com/@CityofWausauMeetings
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hfenZdlK_po




















The Wausau City Council recently approved the Green Tree Meadows Subdivision which is 
located east of 72nd Avenue, north of the existing Morgan Creek subdivision. The southeast 
corner of the approved preliminary plat is isolated due large wetlands in the area. The City owns 
an adjoining property that also includes an isolated peninsula of developable land surrounded 
by wetlands. As part of the discussions with the Developer the idea of adding the City owned 
property to the residential development was born.  

The City-owned property outside of the mapped wetlands is approximately 3.1 acres and based 
on the layout provides a less than ideal layout for a typical use within the Business Campus. 
The developer is currently proposing 4 individual residential lots that would access directly off 
72nd Avenue, which sees heavy traffic at peak times. Including the City-owned property would 
allow the Developer to create a short cul-de-sac road that would allow for more buildable lots 
and one access point for vehicles onto 72nd Avenue.  

The City-owned property contains approximately 3.1 acres of upland, non-wetland area.  Based 
on our standard per acre price of $12,500 for the Business Campus, this would come to 
$38,750. The additional land the surrounding wetlands will provide some buffer on the back of 
these properties to make it 6 acres with no additional cost to the buyer as this land is not 
developable.  

Staff Recommendation: To direct City Staff to work with Green Tree Construction on the 
sale of 6-acres of land located in the northwest corner of 315 N. 72nd Street 
(29129073030996) to Green Tree Construction for residential development purpose for 
$38,750.  

To: Economic Development Committee 

From: Randy Fifrick, Economic Development Manager 

Date: March 28, 2024 

Re: Sale of Business Campus Land for Residential  
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