
*** All present are expected to conduct themselves in accordance with our City's Core Values ***

OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA 
AMENDED
of a meeting of a City Board, Commission, Department Committee, Agency, Corporation, Quasi-
Municipal Corporation or Sub-unit thereof.

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE OF THE CITY OF WAUSAU 
Monday, February 6, 2023 at 4:30pm
City Hall (407 Grant St, Wausau WI 54403) - Council Chambers
Dawn Herbst, Carol Lukens, Tom Kilian, Lou Larson, Sarah Watson

AGENDA ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION (All items listed may be acted upon)
1 Call the Meeting to Order
2 Public Comment or Suggestions
3 Approve Minutes - December 5, 2022
4 Discussion and Review of the 2022 Parks, Recreation & Forestry Department's Year In Review
5 Discussion and Review of the 2023 Parks, Recreation & Forestry Work Plan
6 Educational Items                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

A. Park Updates (Eau Claire River Conservancy, Ice Rinks, Sylvan Tubing, Urban Foresty and 
Yawkey Park)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
B. Riverside Park Remediation Update
C. Skate Park Design Survey Open Until February 20, 2023                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

7 Future Agenda Items - 
8 Next Meeting Date - March 6, 2023, 4:30pm, 407 Grant St, Wausau WI 54403 - Council Chambers

9 Adjournment

Jamie Polley, Director

Notice is hereby given that the Park and Recreation Committee of the City of Wausau, Wisconsin 
will hold a regular or special meeting on the date, time and location shown below.  

Members:
Location:

Distribution List:  City Website, Media, WSD-Admin, Alderpersons, Mayor, Polley, Dept. Staff, Maryanne Groat, Brad Lenz, Eric 
Lindman, Lance Leonhard, Wisconsin Woodchucks, Wausau Events, Public Access, Wausau River District

Meeting of the:
Date/Time:

This Notice was posted at City Hall and transmitted to the Daily Herald newsroom on 2/2/2023 @ 2:45 p.m. Questions regarding this 
agenda may be directed to Jodi Luebbe, Park Office (715) 261-1560.

Members of the public who do not wish to appear in person may view the meeting live over the internet on the City of Wausau's 
YouTube Channel http://www.tinyurl.com/WausauCityCouncil, live by cable TV, Channel 981, and a video is available in its entirety and 
can be accessed at https://tinyurl.com/WausauCityCouncil. Any person wishing to offer public comment who does not appear in person 
to do so, may e-mail Jamie.polley@co.marathon.wi.us with "Parks Committee public comment” in the subject line prior to the meeting 
start.  All public comment, either by email or in person, if agendized, will be limited to items on the agenda at this time.  The messages 
related to agenda items received prior to the start of the meeting will be provided to the Chair.  

In accordance with the requirements of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), the City of Wausau will not 
discriminate against qualified individuals with disabilities on the basis of disability in its services, programs or activities.  If you need 
assistance or reasonable accommodations in participating in this meeting or event due to a disability as defined under the ADA, please 
call the ADA Coordinator at (715) 261-6590 or ADAServices@ci.wausau.wi.us to discuss your accessibility needs.  We ask your request 
be provided a minimum of 72 hours before the scheduled event or meeting.  If a request is made less than 72 hours before the event the 
City of Wausau will make a good faith effort to accommodate your request.  
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DRAFT 
CITY OF WAUSAU – PARK AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Date/Time:  December 5, 2022 at 4:30 p.m.         Location:  Council Chambers, City Hall     
Members Present: Dawn Herbst (c), Carol Lukens, Sarah Watson, Lou Larson  
Members Excused: Tom Kilian 
Others Present: Jamie Polley-Parks Director, Mark Macdonald-Wausau Woodchuck owner, Ryan Treu-Wausau 
Woodchucks General Manager       
 
1.  In accordance with Chapter 19, Wisc. Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and sent to the Daily Herald 
in the proper manner. A quorum was present and the meeting was called to order by Chair Herbst at 4:30pm. 
 
2. Public Comment or Suggestions – none brought forward 
 
3. Approve Minutes – November 7, 2022 – Motion by Watson, second by Lukens to approve the Park and Recreation 
Committee draft November 7, 2022 minutes. Motion carried by voice vote, vote reflected as 3-0.  
 
4. Discussion and Possible Action Approving the Installation of Infield Synthetic Turf at Athletic Park – Polley 
explained that the Wausau Woodchucks have submitted a proposal to install Astro Turf in the infield and infield foul 
territory sections of Athletic Park. Additionally, they propose to bring a Division Collegiate Summer Softball team 
to Wausau (Woodchuck version of Softball) in the summer of 2024. Polley discussed the pros and cons of changing 
the field to synthetic turf. Staff had checked with all the users of Athletic Park and overall, the organizations support 
the change and do not see it negatively impacting their usage. Polley said along with the turf that the Woodchucks 
would also purchase the recommended groomer/sweeper to maintain the field. The infield areas should last ten to 
twelve years with proper care. Currently, Athletic Park is not considered high usage so it is anticipated that the life 
expectancy could be longer.  
 
Larson arrived at 4:45 p.m. 
 
Macdonald felt this would be a very good opportunity for the Wausau area and would give women college age athletes 
the same opportunity as the men. It would also benefit other outside users. Lukens while supportive also raised some 
concerns about the environmental impacts of artificial turf. She was interested in how it affected the landfill. 
Macdonald and Treu spoke about the Astroturf product itself and some things that are done with turf waste.  Motion 
by Larson, second by Watson to move the project of the installation of infield synthetic turf at Athletic Park on to 
City Council. Motion carried by voice vote, vote reflected as 4-0. 
 
5. Educational Items 
 A. Park Updates – Snowmaking – snowmaking has started at Sylvan Tubing Hill, if the temperature cooperates 
for the continuation of snowmaking, we hope to be open by December 16th. Holiday Trees – Holiday trees are up 
downtown. City Hall will be up as soon as the City staff installs the stand. Playground Surfacing – New playground 
surfacing has been installed at River Highlands and Westview Terrace. Athletic Park Video Board Prep – Prep work 
is complete for the videoboard installation next spring at Athletic Park. Memorial Bench – A memorial bench was 
completed at Fern Island.   
 

B. Riverside Park Remediation Update – Waste determination and excavation boundary analytical results for the 
landfill waste determination and the initial excavation boundary samples information was provided. Additional 
samples were taken on November 23rd and the City is waiting on those results. As long as the area is defined with the 
latest round of sampling then the project should be able to be bid in Jan/Feb 2023.  

 
C. Native Planting Project on Barker Stewart Island – Marathon County Conservation, Planning and Zoning Dept 

has received a Wisconsin Lakes Grant to assist in shoreland restoration efforts on Barker Stewart Island. A shoreland 
restoration project began in 2019 and will continue in another area in 2023. Staff will work with CPZ on this small 
area in 2023. In the future if the project becomes larger in scope a separate proposal may be brought to the Parks and 
Recreation Committee for review.    
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6. Future Agenda Items – none brought forward   
 
7. Next Meeting Date – Motion by Larson, second by Lukens to cancel the January meeting unless any actionable 
items arise. Motion carried by voice vote, vote reflected as 4-0.  The next regular scheduled meeting will be Monday, 
February 6, 2023 at 4:30pm in Council Chambers at City Hall, 407 Grant St., Wausau WI 54403. 
 
8. Adjournment – Motion by Watson, second by Larson to adjourn at 5:20 pm. Motion carried by voice vote, vote 
reflected as 4-0. 



CITY OF WAUSAU 
PARK AND RECREATION COMMITTEE                                               February 6, 2023 
 

AGENDA SUMMARY 
 

 4. Discussion and Possible Action Approving the 2022 Department Year in Review Report  
2022 was an extremely busy year with high park usage and a number of projects. Staff has 
gathered information on the work completed in 2022 and is providing the Committee with an 
overview. 

 
   No action is requested. 

 
 5.  Discussion and Possible Action Approving the 2023 PRF Department Workplan 

 The 2023 work plan for the department is attached. The Committee is asked to review and 
provide comments on the work plan. 

 
   No action is requested. 

 
6. Educational Items 

  6A. Park Updates 
• Eau Claire River Conservancy – 2 of three boardwalks have been installed 
• Ice Rinks at 400 Block and Thom Field are open and in good condition 
• Sylvan Tubing in good condition.  Continued staffing difficulties 
• Urban Forestry:  Cleaned up from ice damage in December 

 Additional EAB finds, primarily on the west side of Wausau 
 Finding evidence of treatment working.  Have removed healthy trees that were 

treated and found evidence of old borer damage 
• Yawkey Park – Cleaning statue 
 
6B. Riverside Park Remediation Update 

The area of needed remediation has been fully delineated, both vertically and horizontally.  REI 
is preparing the plans and specifications for bidding the remediation work.  Work will include 
clearing and grubbing of all trees and brush within the delineated area, removal of contaminated 
soil to the landfill, removal of the stormwater culvert, use of clean fill for backfilling and 
landscaping, necessary riprap and seeding and mulching.  Once this plan is prepared and 
approved by the WDNR, the plan will need to be brought to finance and council for a budget 
modification and approval.  At this time there is no timeline from REI or the DNR, however we 
anticipate bidding this project in the spring. 
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