
*** All present are expected to conduct themselves in accordance with our City's Core Values ***

OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA 
of a meeting of a City Board, Commission, Department Committee, Agency, Corporation, Quasi-

Municipal Corporation or Sub-unit thereof.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WAUSAU 

Wednesday, July 26, 2023 at 4:00 pm.

City Hall (407 Grant Street, Wausau WI 54403) - BIRCH ROOM

Gary Gisselman (C), Linda Tryczak, Kevin Crooks, Mary Forer, David Oberbeck, Christine 

Martens, Steve Miller, Brian Mason, Patrick Bacher

AGENDA ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 

1.  Approve of the minutes from the April 26, 2023 meeting.

2. Discussion and possible action on Memorial Bridge restoration.

3. Discussion and possible action on landmarking the Henry Miller House at 1314 Grand Avenue.

4. Discussion and possible action on landmarking the Jacob Kolter house at 202 Grand Avenue.

5. Discussion and possible action on landmarking the Marathon County Home and Hospital at 1200 

Lakeview Drive.

6. Discussion and possible action on creating a local historic district for UW-Marathon County 

Campus Historic District.

7. Discussion of potential landmarks and districts.

8. Next meeting dates and future agenda items for consideration.

9. Adjournment

Gary Gisselman - Committee Chairperson

Distribution List:  City Website, Media, Committee Members, Council Members, Hebert, Lenz, Jacobson

Notice is hereby given that the HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION of the City of 

Wausau, Wisconsin will hold a regular or special meeting on the date, time and location shown 

below.  

Members:

Location:

Meeting of the:

Date/Time:

This Notice was posted at City Hall and emailed to the Daily Herald newsroom on 7/18/2023 @ 12:00 p.m. Questions regarding this agenda may be directed to the 

Planning Department at (715) 261-6760.

In accordance with the requirements of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the City of Wausau will not discriminate against qualified individuals with 

disabilities on the basis of disability in its services, programs, or activities.  If you need assistance or reasonable accommodations in participating in this meeting or 

event due to a disability as defined under the ADA, please call the ADA Coordinator at (715) 261-6622 or ADAServices@ci.wausau.wi.us to discuss your accessibility 

needs.  We ask your request be provided a minimum of 72 hours before the scheduled event or meeting.  If a request is made less than 72 hours before the even the 

City of Wausau will make a good faith effort to accommodate your request.



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Time and Date:  Wednesday, April 26, 2023 at 4:00 p.m. in the Birch Room of Wausau City Hall 

Members Present: Gary Gisselman, Kevin Crooks, Mary Forer, Christine Martens, Steve Miller 

Members Not Present:  Linda Tryczak, David Oberbeck, Brian Mason, Patrick Bacher 

Others Present:  Andrew Lynch, Melissa Engen 

In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and transmitted to 

the Wausau Daily Herald in the proper manner.  

Chairperson Gisselman called the meeting to order at approximately 4:00 p.m. stating that a quorum was 

present. 

Approval of the minutes from the March 29, 2023 meeting. 

Crooks motioned to approve the minutes from the March 29, 2023 meeting.  Forer seconded, and the 

motion carried unanimously 5-0. 

Discussion and possible action on creating the Grand Avenue Historic District. 

Gisselman said that this has been discussed in prior meetings and a map of the area has been printed.  The 

stars on the map show properties that are landmarked.  There are a lot of institutions in this very large 

area.   

Forer asked how many properties this district would include.  Gisselman guessed that it would be over 

100 properties.  Forer asked if there are any contributing buildings.  Crooks answered that it is probably 

50%.  Forer said that that they are all unique. 

Miller said that he is in favor of this and asked if there would be fussing from the property owners.  

Gisselman said that there could be concerns, but this would be advisory only.  Martens said that this is a 

good idea.  This is the avenue coming into the city.  Crooks said that this is the path to the downtown.  

Gisselman said that they would have an informational meeting and then a public hearing in late summer.  

Martens asked if the notice would be sent to property owners within 200’.  This was confirmed.  Crooks 

said that he supports this.  Forer said that the informational meeting should be held and then decide from 

there. 

Martens motioned to proceed with an informational meeting to create the Grand Avenue Historic District 

from the courthouse to Ruder Street.  Crooks seconded. 

The commission discussed the location of the meeting. 

The motion carried unanimously 5-0.  The meeting will be held in late June. 

Discussion of potential landmarks and districts. 

Gisselman said that Wausau Brewing Company building on 7th Avenue is the only brewing heritage left 

in the city.  Crooks said that the building is used by the university and may be an art building.  Martens 

asked if there are alterations to the building.  Gisselman wasn’t sure. 

Gisselman said that the Marathon County Home and Hospital at 1200 Lake View Drive was built in 1927. 

Crooks said that it is almost invisible to the community. 

Miller asked if the boulevards in the area in John Marshall Street can be preserved.  Gisselman said that 

they are part of the district.  Miller said that he heard the boulevards will be eliminated with street 
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projects.  This will be looked into. 

Discussion and possible action on educating the public on historic preservation. 

There was no discussion on this item. 

Next meeting dates and future agenda items for consideration. 

The next meeting will be scheduled in June after the informational meeting.  The informational meeting 

will be held at the Woodson House. 

Adjournment. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 5:00 p.m. 
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Photo References



Thousands attended the dedication of Memorial Bridge when it opened. 
It was constructed of 4,100 yards of concrete, and feature 1,017 ornate
ballisters and globe street lights.  The four pervious bridges were
constructed of wood.  All that remains of the bridge today are the two
sections on the west end of Scott Street Bridge.  The memorial bridge
connected residents and visitors for 55 years. 

Quick Facts

Built in 1928

1st Permanent
Concrete Bridge in
Wausau

Dedicated to World
War I Veterans of
Marathon County

Replaced in 1983



Timeline

The Wausau River District will be meeting with various civic groups to
educate them on the project, working with city departments to faciliate
the restoration of the remanants of the bridge and undertake the
fundraising of the project. 

We are dedicated to the historic preservation of downtown Wausau for
the benefit of the entire community.

Focus on raising awareness
and garnering support.

Implementation of repairs to
the historic bridge.

Education of civic groups

Acqurie updated estimate

Fundraising 

Faciliate timeline planning with City

Restoration of Bridge
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Restoration

Call to Action

If you approve of this project, we ask that your group provide the WRD
with a letter of support to help in our fundraising.

Upon completing the restoration, we urge you to consider placing the
historic elements of Memorial Bridge on the historic landmarks list to
ensure it doesn't fall into disrepair in the future.
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